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COUNTY ASKS TO BE INCLUDED IN GOVERNOR’S FACE-COVERING RULE 

Clatsop County is requesting to join Gov. Kate Brown’s policy requiring the use of face coverings. 
The governor’s guidance, issued June 19, requires employees and customers of stores, eateries and 
other businesses in seven Oregon counties to wear face coverings to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. 

The county Board of Commissioners voted unanimously Wednesday to seek approval to be included in 
the state policy. If approved, the state guidelines will apply to all five cities and the unincorporated area of 
the county. 

The Governor’s original order covered Oregon’s three biggest counties – Clackamas, Multnomah and 
Washington – along with Hood River, Lincoln, Marion and Polk, but allowed other counties to request to 
be included. 

Oregon is one of many states to see a surge in COVID-19 cases since commercial and social gathering 
restrictions began to be lifted last month. 

Clatsop County has recorded a total of 48 COVID-19 cases since March 23, and 46 have recovered. 
The majority of local cases involved employees of two local seafood processing facilities and their 
contacts. 

But as summer tourists begin returning to North Coast destinations in larger numbers, residents, 
business owners and local officials have expressed concern that many visitors are not wearing face 
coverings or practicing safe distancing. The city councils of Astoria and Cannon Beach this week voted to 
seek inclusion in Gov. Brown’s order. 

The state guidelines cover grocery and retail stores, restaurants, bars, breweries and wineries, gyms 
and other fitness facilities, pharmacies, public transit agencies, indoor entertainment and recreational 
sports facilities and personal service providers. They require employees and customers of these 
businesses and facilities to wear masks, face coverings or face shields, with certain exceptions, such as: 

• People with medical conditions or disabilities that prevent them from wearing a face covering;

• Children under 12;

• Customers of restaurants and bars while eating or drinking;

• Gym patrons while doing strenuous exercise.

Acceptable face coverings can be cloth, paper or disposable, including bandanas and homemade

masks. 
The complete guidelines are available at www.co.clatsop.or.us. 
Health experts say face coverings can help prevent the spread of COVID-19, particularly in indoor 

locations where social distancing is difficult. They are most useful in preventing people who may be 
positive but showing no symptoms from spreading the illness to others. 

Clatsop County is coordinating the free distribution of face coverings at multiple locations around the 
county this week. KN95 masks will be handed out Thursday, June 25 from 4 to 7 p.m. in Astoria, Elsie, 
Gearhart, Knappa, Seaside, Warrenton and Westport and Saturday, June 27 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
Cannon Beach. Go to www.co.clatsop.or.us for more details. 

 The county also offers drive-thru COVID-19 testing. More information is available at the county 
website. 
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