
NEWS from Clatsop County
Clatsop County Manager’s Office 
800 Exchange St., Suite 410, Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 325-1000  Fax (503) 325-8325

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Monday, May 11, 2020 

CLATSOP COUNTY’S REOPENING PLAN READY FOR STATE REVIEW 

The Clatsop County Board of Commissioners voted Monday to certify an element of the county’s 
COVID-19 “reopening” plan, opening the way for the document to be submitted to Gov. Kate Brown for 
review and approval. 

The county’s Assessment and Plan to Implement Governor’s Reopening Oregon Framework details 
how the county has met the prerequisites for beginning a phased reopening of businesses and public 
spaces and easing of social restrictions that were implemented in Gov. Brown’s March 23 statewide order 
designed to control the coronavirus pandemic. 

In its submittal the county will ask the Governor to allow local reopening steps to begin Friday, May 15. 
County Manager Don Bohn said the plan will be submitted to the state Monday. 
The board of commissioners voted to certify that sufficient supplies of PPE (personal protective 

equipment) are available to local first responders. It is one of seven health-related metrics that must be 
met in order for counties to get the green light from the state to start the first phase of the reopening 
process. 

Gov. Brown announced last week that Phase One of the state’s plan will allow for the partial re-opening 
of salons, gyms, sit-down restaurant dining and other certain retail businesses, as well as gatherings of 
up to 25 people. After 21 days, counties that continue to meet the mandated health metrics can move on 
to the second phase, with further easing of business and social restrictions. 

According to its plan, Clatsop County meets the prerequisites for contact tracing of positive cases, 
isolation facilities, and first-responder PPE. 

It also meets metrics required of Hospital Preparedness Organization Region 1, of which it is a member 
with Clackamas, Columbia, Multnomah, Tillamook and Washington counties. These include minimum 
testing capacity and hospital PPE supplies. 

Recent outbreaks of COVID-19 cases among employees at two local seafood processing should not 
derail the county’s reopening plan, because the state metrics require only a 14-day decline in COVID-19 
hospitalizations at the county level, and none of the 33 positive cases in the county recorded as of 
Monday have required hospitalization. 

In March the county and local cities adopted orders restricting short-term stays in hotels, campgrounds 
and vacation rentals. According to the county plan, lodging businesses would be able to begin partially 
opening in the second phase of the state’s reopening plan, when the Governor’s order restricting non-
essential travel is set to be lifted. 
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