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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Friday, March 13, 2020 
 
COUNTY TO CONSIDER EMERGENCY DECLARATION FOR COVID-19 
 

The Clatsop County Board of Commissioners is scheduled to meet in special session Monday, March 
16 at 1 p.m. to consider declaring a local emergency in response to the COVID-10 coronavirus outbreak. 

The declaration authorizes the board “to take such actions and issue such orders as are determined to 
be necessary to protect the public and property and to efficiently conduct activities that minimize or 
mitigate the effect of the emergency.” 

The declaration will enable the board to take actions specific to the county in addition to those already 
declared by the State of Oregon, if they are deemed necessary. It will also qualify the county for state and 
federal assistance and reimbursement for costs associated with the local COVID-19 response. 

The declaration would be in place through May 1, 2020. 
As of Friday, March 13, there were no presumptive or confirmed COVID-19 cases in Clatsop County. 

The Oregon Health Authority has identified a total of 30 cases statewide. 
The county has activated an Incident Command Team with representatives from the County Manager’s 

Office, Public Health Department and Emergency Management Division to coordinate the local response 
to the coronavirus outbreak in partnership with cities, schools, hospitals and state and federal partners. 

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown declared a statewide emergency on March 8, and followed up with executive 
orders March 11 prohibiting gatherings of more than 250 people and on March 12 closing schools 
statewide for two weeks beginning March 16. 

On Friday, President Donald Trump declared a national emergency. 
For local updates on the outbreak and general information on preventative measures, go to 

www.co.clatsop.or.us.  
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