
                             

 

Meeting Notes 
Clatsop County Cooperators Call – COVID19 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020 

3:00 p.m. 

 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS.  County Staff on the call were Don Bohn, Vincent 

Aarts, Tom Bennett, Ellen Heinitz, Tiffany Brown, Mike McNickle, Monica Steele and 

Commissioner Lianne Thompson. 

 

CURRENT ENVIRONMENT 

Aarts advised that a Public Health team was working on the event, that there were 

currently no positive cases in Clatsop County but 19 total cases across Oregon.  

 

County Public Information Officer (PIO) Tom Bennett announced he would be standing 

up a virtual Joint Information Center (JIC), reaching out to points of contact.  He said 

most communication would occur via email. 

 

MEDICAL REPORT  

Heinitz advised that the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) is still using same criteria for 

deciding who to test, but said that private labs are also now testing.  She said labs had 

opened since last week’s call and capacity was still ramping up, but she assumes that 

system will be in full swing next week. The new development suggests two changes to 

the testing environment:  We are no longer able to know for certainty the total amounts 

of tests occurring in the Clatsop County, and the private lab only requires an order from 

a physician who deems the test justified.  She explained that asymptomatic people who 

want testing will need to be symptomatic in order to test positive, so those without 

symptoms will not be tested.  She said that currently County Public Health isn’t testing, 

but that may change.   

She directed people who were sick to see their primary care physicians.  She 

recommended telemedicine visits when possible, and reminded the group that both 

hospitals had services available.  She emphasized helping the elderly population and 

suggested things that everyone could do to assist.  Ideas like supporting elderly persons 

stay home by running errands, providing an introduction to online shopping are a couple 

ways to help friends and neighbors stay well.   

 



                     
 

                                                
 

Heinitz outlined some changes that had occurred in how long-term care facilities were 

managing the situation by limiting visitors, requiring health checks (fever/symptoms), 

documenting screenings and limiting activities.  She explained that if one of them 

reports a case, part of the process is to consult with County Public Health and develop 

further precautions.   

She closed by emphasizing several points:  If people are even mildly ill, the best thing to 

do is to stay home.  If not acutely ill and in need of medical attention, people should try 

to stay away from medical care facilities in order to avoid further exposure.  In all cases, 

whether mild or acute, she said it was important to stay in touch with personal care 

providers. 

QUESTIONS 

Mark Winstanley (City of Seaside) asked what will happen when a case is confirmed in 

the County and asked to walk through the process. Heinitz explained that the cases are 

reported to County Public Health, who in turn reaches out to the patient, and they 

maintain daily communications for 14 days.  He then asked how the information would 

be released, and she said answered that only information about the number of positive 

tests will be released.  He asked who had responsibility if one of the reporting parties 

was a long-term care facility, and she assured him there were specific guidelines in 

place and that they were already working closely with them. 

With respect to cruise ships, Winstanley asked if there were any restrictions in place for 

visitors coming into the communities, was there an option for restricting activities off the 

ship, and were any conversations along that line currently taking place.  Bohn 

responded that the conversations were occurring, and will continue into the future.  He 

said the agreements were now being considered on a case-by-case basis, and the 

conversations would become more robust as the anticipated arrival dates grew closer. 

Brett Estes (City of Astoria) offered that the media was reporting (during the call) that 

the Governor would be announcing decisions and addressing many of the issues being 

discussed the following day. 

Rick Hudson (Cannon Beach) asked if there was a plan for using Medical Reserve 

Corps or Community Emergency Response Teams for assistance, and Aarts said he 

had discussed it with Dr. Heinitz and would reach out to him after the call. 

Joey Daniels (Fire Defense Board) asked for guidance if fire agencies discover an 

exposed employee, and Heinitz advised that they screen calls to the best of their ability 

and use proper PPE.  She reminded responders who are exposed (2 minutes or more 

without PPE) must be put under monitoring for 2 weeks, so reiterated the importance of 

wearing full PPE and exercising general caution when working.  Daniels asked if there 

would be any financial assistance for supplies and furloughed employees.  Aarts 

suggested that agencies stay abreast their supply situation.  Bohn said the County was 



                     
 

                                                
 

sensitive to the needs of individual agencies and would have a larger conversation 

if/when needed. 

Duane Mullins (Medix) echoed concerns about supplies, which he anticipates growing 

worse in the next 2 weeks. 

David Miller (Clatsop Care) shared that they were severely restricting visitation at 

facilities.  He said they had significant staffing issues, and an inability to get N95 masks.  

He advised they had ordered some but hadn’t received them yet, that their supplies 

were very lean, and they were keenly aware of their vulnerability based on the 

Washington cases.  Melissa Johnstone (NWSDS) asked if there were new admits and 

he said no, they were at capacity.  Heinitz asked if they had procedure masks, and he 

said they did.  She reminded that N95 are still preferable, but if unavailable, wearing the 

procedure masks is recommended, especially if engaged in aerosol-producing 

procedures, and that additionally masking patients will also decrease risk. 

Amy Baker (Clatsop Behavioral Healthcare) they were cross-training staff to keep 

essential functions in place.  She added that they are struggling to get cleaning supplies 

and hand sanitizer.  She confirmed that if they’re working with someone sick, they’ve 

instructed staff not to transport; Heinitz said it was better to use Medix, and Mullins 

concurred. 

Heinitz asked who needed fit testing for masks and Clatsop Behavioral Health (Amy 

Baker) and Clatsop Care (Mark Remley) said they did.   

Stephanie Homer (Clatsop Community College) asked how other schools were handling 

discretionary travel.  Astoria, Seaside, Knappa and Tongue Point responded that they 

were not limiting student travel, and that they were exercising daily sanitation 

precautions for buses and other areas.   

Will Isom (Port of Astoria) updated the group that the Port of Seattle had cancelled 

therefore the vessel scheduled to arrive in Astoria on April 4 was officially cancelled.  He 

said the next expected cruise ship was April 12, which gives over a month to ready 

protocols. 

Kelsey Balensifer (Astoria-Warrenton Chamber) asked about status of public events in 

the County and if there were any foreseen changes in the situation, and Aarts said there 

were no restrictions.  David Reid, also with the Chamber, asked for advice on managing 

events, and Heinitz said they didn’t have specific suggestions but suggested referring 

back to event organizers because it is where the decision making occurs.  They asked if 

cruise passengers represented a greater risk than other visitors, and Heinitz said there 

was increased risk if the virus is present on cruise ships due to close quarters over an 

extended period of time. 



                     
 

                                                
 

 

 

QUESTIONS  

Bohn thanked everyone for their time and questions.  Committed to continuing solving 

the issues as they arise. 

 

NEXT CALL 

Wednesday, March 18 at 3:00 p.m. 


